Deering High School

Course Requirements

I. Course: Accelerated Math Program (Grade 9)

Teacher: Jeff Borland
   Prerequisites: A or B in Accelerated Grade 8 or teacher recommendation
   Credits: 2
II. Course Description: 

This course is a continuation of the accelerated math program in grades 7 and 8.  We will be covering content from both Geometry and Algebra II at an indepth and quick pace.  

The geometry topics include congruence, similarity, deductive reasoning, constructions, transformations, inequalities, quadrilaterals, circles, area and volume.  The Algebra II content includes functions and relations, linear functions and systems of equations and inequalities.

This class meets our mission statement objective of the development of the mind and achievement in an ever-changing world.

WARNING!!! This is NOT an easy class.  You will need to work.  Some of you may need to work a lot.  You do not have to be in this class.  If you want a more relaxed class, there are many other options to choose.

III. Instructional Material:

Text: Geometry – McDouglal Littell (1994) 

A graphing calculator is required.  I WILL NOT HAVE ANY TO LEND IN CLASS.  If you have a problem obtaining one, please see me.  You will need one for your future math classes.

IV. Homework and Classwork:
Homework for this class will be extensive and frequent.  You will be given a homework list with every homework for the class (it will also be listed online).  

Homework will not be checked directly, however there will be frequent homework quizzes.  This quizzes will be taken verbatim from homework and will be closed book.  Students will always have ample time to ask all questions that arrive from doing the homework.  Generally we will only review problems that students have questions on, hence regular and careful attempts of homework is crucial.  Bringing questions is the responsibility of each student and a key part of being a verbal communicator.  

This class demands responsibility from all students.  Unless you are a math genius, the only way to get a good grade is to do your homework regularly.   

Your classwork grade is given based on your preparedness (ie pencil, paper everyday), as well as your attention in class. 

V. Attendance:

According to school policy, 10 absences during the semester will result in failure for the course. The student who missed homework due to an absence is required to make up all missed work.

Students who have missed class for any reason and need help should make an appointment with the teacher (see Teacher availability VI).


Lateness is unacceptable, and tardies will require a parental meeting. 

VI. Teacher Availability:
If you need help, I am available often.  I am available most days after school except Friday.  I am also available for extra help block 3 in room 214 and at lunch and after school in room 220.  A student should attempt to make an appointment with me during class, or through email.  My address is borlaj@portlandschools.org.

VII. Quizzes and Tests:

Tests will be given 2 or 3 per quarter.  Test can be made up once, where the points will be out of 85% of the full test. 

Quizzes will be given often, and are at the discretion of the teacher.  Students should expect a quiz at least once ever week.  

Quizzes and the final can not be made up.

IX. Grading:

As mentioned above, this class is a preparation for a college level class and grading will be similar to a college level course.  

Each quarter, your grade will be based on the formula below:



50% Tests



25% Quizzes 



20% Homework Quizzes

5% Classwork, project, etc.


Your final grade depends on the formula below:



42.5% First quarter grade





42.5% Second quarter grade



15% Final Test grade


The final test will include material from the entire term.

At any time feel free to inquire about your average.  Your best option is to check the class webpage (see below)

X. Student Responsibilities:
a. Do the homework as best as you can and bring all appropriate questions in for the next class.  

b. Be prepared every day, by bringing notebook, agenda, pencil or pen, calculator, and textbook if necessary.  
           

c. Students are expected to use appropriate behavior for the classroom (respect, courtesy, and self-control).
d. Use your agenda to keep track of assignments and tests.
XI. Class Webpage:
There is a class webpage at 


 http://myonlinegrades.com/amp9
The webpage will contain most class notes and handouts as well as homeworks that are due and coming assignments.    

To: Parents/Guardians:

From: Jeffrey Borland, Deering High School Mathematics Department

Re: Greetings!

Date: September 7, 2007

I will be your student’s teacher for Accelerated Math this fall.  This is an intense course and the level of work is high.  I look forward to bringing enthusiasm and energy to the classroom in order to instruct your children with this great material.

This class is part of the most rigorous and thorough track at Deering, culminating with the successful completion of Calculus AP.  Students should expect to often have in excess of one hour homework per night.  This homework will not be collected, but there will be frequent homework quizzes where the questions will be from their homework.  

Grading will be mostly determined by examinations.  This class requires a high level of self-discipline from each and every student.  If you have questions about this, please contact me immediately.  

Please read over the Course Requirements that I have for this class, sign the letter attached from Ken Kunin and have your student return it to me.

Feel free to contact me concerning any questions you may have, now and throughout the semester.  The best way is with email – borlaj@portlandschools.org , which I check about once a day.  You can also call the school at 874-8260 and leave a message.  I will return your call at my earliest opportunity.  

Thank you,

Jeff Borland






