Deering High School

Course Requirements

I. Course: Pre-Algebra – Year Long
Teacher: Jeff Borland
   Prerequisites: Passing grade in 8th-grade math, or grade of C or D in 8th grade Pre-Algebra

   Credits: 4
IIa. Course Description: 

This two-semester course is designed to help students continue their development of skills and concepts of number sense and estimation of whole numbers, fractions, decimals, and integers. Problem solving situations are used to review and teach operations on integers, fractions, decimals, and percents. Probability is a strand throughout the course. Students build a base for concepts of algebra, including variables, equations, inequalities, and coordinate graphing. The development of conceptual understanding of mathematical problem solving and reasoning skills is emphasized throughout the course.

IIb. Principle Content Standards from the Maine Learning Results: 

Students will understand and demonstrate a sense of what numbers mean and how they are used;

Students know how to represent and use real numbers;

Students will understand and demonstrate computation skills.

Students will understand and apply concepts of mathematical reasoning.

Students will reflect upon and clarify their understanding of mathematical ideas and relationships.

IIc. DHS Academic Expectations: 

Read with the ability to learn; write well to explain and analyze; listen actively and communicate effectively; speak clearly and effectively; utilize mathematical and scientific methods to answer questions and solve problems; employ technology to organize and communicate information in order to investigate and solve problems; and evaluate data critically.

IId. Social and Civic Expectations: 

Demonstrate ethical behavior; accept responsibility for personal decisions and actions; and act with respect for the varied cultures and viewpoints in our community.

III. Instructional Material:

There is no textbook.  All material will be available at http://myonlinegrades.com/prealg

IV. Homework and Classwork:
Homework is given often and expected to be completed for the next class.  It will be graded based on completion and quality.  Late homework will lose half its value.  The only way to get a good grade is to do your homework regularly.   

Your classwork grade is given based on your preparedness (ie pencil, paper everyday), as well as your attention in class. 

V. Attendance:

According to school policy, 10 absences during the semester will result in failure for the course. The student who missed homework due to an absence is required to make up all missed work.

Students who have missed class for any reason and need help should make an appointment with the teacher (see Teacher availability VI).


Lateness is unacceptable, and tardies will require a parental meeting. 

VI. Teacher Availability:
If you need help, I am available often.  I am Tuesdays and Thursdays after school.  I am also available for extra help block 2 in room 214.  I am often available at lunch in rm 214.  A student should attempt to make an appointment with me during class, or through email.  My address is borlaj@portlandschools.org.

VII. Quizzes and Tests:

Tests will be given a few times per quarter (2-4).  Test can be made up once, where the points will be out of 90% of the full test. 

Quizzes will be given often, and are at the discretion of the teacher.  Students should expect a quiz at least once ever week.  

IX. Grading:

Each quarter, your grade will be based on the formula below:



36% Tests



29% Quizzes 



10% Other Assessments (projects, etc)



25% HW and Assignments


Your final grade depends on the formula below:



45% First quarter grade





45% Second quarter grade



10% Final Test grade


The final test will include material from the entire term.

At any time feel free to inquire about your average.  Your best option is to check Powerschool.

X. Student Responsibilities:
a. Do the homework as best as you can and bring all appropriate questions in for the next class.  

b. Be prepared every day, by bringing notebook, agenda, pencil or pen, calculator, and textbook if necessary.  
           

c. Students are expected to use appropriate behavior for the classroom (respect, courtesy, and self-control).
d. Use your agenda to keep track of assignments and tests.
XI. Electronic Devices:
Use of electronic devices is allowed before school, during lunch and after school. Teachers may use discretion in their own classroom regarding the use of electronic devices for educational purposes. 

· First and second offense:  Speak with student directly.

Third+ offense:  Send to the AP office.  AP will confiscate the device, which will be returned at the end of the school day. Continued violations will result in that student being banned from having such devices on school property.  Violations of this ban would be considered insubordination and are subject to suspension.  

XII. Class Webpage:
There is a class webpage at 


 http://myonlinegrades.com/prealg
The webpage will contain most class notes and handouts as well as homeworks that are due and coming assignments.    







